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 Renita Ahluwalia, B.A, B.Sc., FRCPC, DABD 
Dr Ahluwalia is a Canadian and American board certified dermatologist with interests in both medical 
and cosmetic dermatology. She practices in academic and private practice and is currently cross-
appointed to Women’s College and the University Health Network.  She completed her undergraduate 
studies in her hometown of Winnipeg, earning both a B.A. and B.Sc. from the University of Manitoba in 
four years. She then studied medicine at the University of Toronto, where she went on to complete 
residency training in dermatology in 2013, serving as Chief Resident during her final year.  She has 
presented at national and international meetings and has been the recipient of numerous awards, 
including the prestigious Canadian Dermatology Associations Young Investigator Honour. As a former 
national public speaking champion, Dr. Ahluwalia uses her passion and unique skill set to be a health 
care advocate and a credible source of knowledge to the public on a variety of dermatological issues. 
She looks forward to the opening of her private practice in July 2019 at 1390 Don Mills Road, two blocks 
north of the shops of Don Mills.  

 Francesca Cheung, MD, CCFP, Dip of Practical Dermatology  
Dr. Francesca Cheung is a family physician practising in disorders of the skin. She has a Focused Practice 
Designation in Dermatology issued from the OMA. She received the Diploma in Practical Dermatology 
from Cardiff University. In addition to providing direct patient care at the Lynde Institute for 
Dermatology in Markham, Ontario, she acts as a sub-investigator in multiple clinical studies and serves 
as the dermatological consultant at the local nursing homes. 
 

 Jeff Donovan, MD, PhD, FRCPC 
Dr. Donovan is a board-certified dermatologist specializing in the treatment of hair loss.  He received his 
medical degree from the University of Ottawa in 2004.  His post-graduate clinical training in 
Dermatology and PhD studies in molecular biology were conducted at the University of Toronto.    
He practices in Vancouver, Canada. 
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 Dr. Yevgeny (Gene) Filanovsky, MD, CCFP (EM) 
Family Physician with Cutaneous Surgery and Skin Cancer Focus 
“I started out providing surgical services to Skin Care West on an intermittent basis and I found that I 
really enjoyed the work. I love the procedures and I’m fascinated by the complex interaction between 
the skin and sun exposure. Eventually I left Emergency Medicine to focus my practice entirely on skin 
surgery and the treatment of skin cancer.” 
 

Dr. Filanovsky was born in the ex-Soviet Union, and came to Canada with his family in the late 1970’s. 
He grew up in Edmonton and completed a BSc and MD at the University of Alberta. He completed his 
residency in Family Medicine at Dalhousie University, followed by further training in Emergency 
Medicine. He has held positions as an Emergency Physician and Trauma Team Leader in Edmonton, 
Thunder Bay, and Nanaimo. He served as Director of Medical Education for the Emergency 
Departments in Thunder Bay and Nanaimo, has previously held an academic position at Northern 
Ontario School of Medicine, and is currently a Clinical Assistant Professor in the UBC Department of 
Family Medicine. He has completed training in cutaneous imaging using dermoscopy through Cardiff 
University (Wales), as well as a Graduate Certificate in Skin Cancer Medicine through the University of 
Queensland (Australia). He is currently completing a master’s degree in Skin Cancer Medicine at UQ. 
 

Outside his medical practice Dr. Filanovsky enjoys cycling, mountaineering, and wind and snow sports. 
He has worked as a Wilderness Medicine educator with Wilderness Medical Associates and has a 
Diploma in Mountain Medicine. He is also a volunteer ski doctor at Mt. Washington Alpine Resort. As 
an avid outdoor athlete, he has a keen interest in the importance of sun protection while maintaining 
an active lifestyle. 

 Patrick Fleming, MD, MSc, FRCPC, FAAD 
Dr. Patrick Fleming is a certified dermatologist with clinical interests in psoriasis and complex medical 
dermatology. He completed residency at the University of Toronto where he was Chief Dermatology 
Resident. He holds a Master’s degree in Community Health and a Graduate Certificate in Medical 
Education. He completed the Global Clinical Scholars program in Advanced Epidemiology at Harvard 
Medical School. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Dermatology and the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. He has held national research funding from the Canadian Institutes 
for Health Research and Canadian Dermatology Foundation. He is a member of the editorial board of 
the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine and Surgery. Dr. Fleming’s research background includes 
systematic reviews and he is an investigator for dermatology clinical trials. 

 Yves Hébert, MD 
Dr. Hébert has been practicing Aesthetic Medicine for over 25 years in Montreal. 
 

He uses his expertise to train other physicians in the art of injectables and to present at national and 
international conferences. 
 

He is member of the International Society of Hair Restoration and Surgery, the American Society for 
Laser Medicine and Surgery, the Dermatologic & Aesthetic Surgery International League. He sits on the 
advisory board of CAAM. 
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 Ashfaq A. Marghoob, MD  
Dr. Ashfaq A. Marghoob is a dermatologist specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of cancers of the 
skin. He is the director of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering regional skin cancer clinic located in 
Hauppauge, Long Island. In addition to consulting and treating patients on Long Island, he also sees 
patients at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering outpatient facility in Manhattan. Although, providing the best 
care possible for patients is his primary objective, he remains committed to education and research. Dr. 
Marghoob’s belief is that improved efforts in educating physicians and the public regarding the 
importance of early skin cancer detection will translate into lives saved. His clinical research has led to 
the publication of numerous peer reviewed manuscripts and book chapters on topics related to skin 
cancer with an emphasis on melanoma, acquired melanocytic nevi, congenital melanocytic nevi and 
basal cell carcinoma. The focus of much of his research is on early recognition of skin cancer by utilizing 
imaging instruments such as photography, dermoscopy and reflectance confocal microscopy. He 
continuously explores the importance and significance of the clinical and dermoscopic morphology of 
cutaneous lesions. Although his research efforts are primarily focused on discovering ways to improve 
clinician diagnostic accuracy, he remains engaged in research aimed at deciphering the natural biology 
of nevi and melanoma with a particular interest in nevogenesis and melanomagenesis. Dr. Marghoob 
frequently lectures on all of the aforementioned topics both nationally and internationally.  

 Darshini Persaude, MBBS, CCFP, FCFP, Dip of Practical Dermatology  
Dr. Darshini Persaude is a Family Physician practicing in Dermatology in Pickering, Ontario. She is a 
founding member and the president of the Primary Care Dermatology Society of Canada. She is an 
adjunct lecturer with the Department of Family and Community Medicine at the University of Toronto 
and is passionate about providing high quality educational opportunities for medical students, residents 
and family physicians with a special interest in Dermatology.  
 

Dr. Persaude graduated from the University of the West Indies Medical School in Mona, Jamaica in 1992 
and completed her family medicine training at the University of Toronto in 2000. She has a Diploma in 
Practical Dermatology with distinction from Cardiff University in Wales and a Professional Diploma in 
Dermoscopy from HealthCert. She has successfully developed and chaired several accredited CPD 
courses including the Dermatology Procedural Skills Course at Queen’s University in 2015, the PCDSC’s 
annual conferences and the Dermoscopy Workshop in 2017.  
 

Darshini lives in Pickering, Ontario. She is an adoptive parent and enjoys reading, traveling and spending 
time at the cottage with family and friends.  

 Sandy Skotnicki, MD, FRCPC 
Dr. Sandy Skotnicki is the founder of Toronto’s Bay Dermatology Centre and an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Medicine, divisions of Dermatology and Occupational and Environmental Health at 
the University of Toronto. She is a consultant dermatologist at Toronto’s St. Michael’s Hospital. A well-
known expert on skin allergies, she has been quoted in Flare, Elle Canada, Chatelaine and The Globe 
and Mail. Her television and radio appearances include ET Canada, CTV, CityTV, Global News, CBC 
Radio, the National and CBC national news. 


